
Surgical Safety Checklist Compliance

On 1 October 2009, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care announced that beginning April 2010, all 

hospitals with operating rooms would be required to use a surgical safety checklist as part of their patient safety 

effort and publically report compliance.  The checklist, developed by the World Health Organization with 

Canadian participation, has been embraced by a growing group of nations all over the world.

Patient safety and quality have been long standing priorities at Windsor Regional Hospital.  The addition of the 

standardized Surgical Safety CheckList (SSCL) to our ongoing quality improvement measures will help support 

positive clinical outcomes. The checklist is divided into three sections each with a number of components: 

Briefing (before induction of anaethesia), Time Out (before skin incision) and Debriefing (before the patient 

leaves OR).  If it appears that any of the elements are not completed the checklist is considered non-compliant 

and follow-up is initiated.

For more information on the Realignment and Windsor’s journey toward a new, acute care hospital, please visit:  

www.windsorhospitals.ca
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On 1 October 2009, the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care announced that beginning April 2010, all 

hospitals with operating rooms would be required to use a surgical safety checklist as part of their patient safety 
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