
Ventilator-Associated Pneumonia (VAP)

Ventilator-associated pneumonia (VAP) is defined as pneumonia (a serious lung infection) that can occur in 

patients, specifically those in Intensive Care Units (ICU), who need assistance breathing with a mechanical 

ventilator for at least 48 hours. 

The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care has issued a directive under the Public Hospitals Act requiring 

hospitals to report quarterly the number and rate of infections in their Intensive Care Units.
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