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WHMIS
Purpose

 Canadian-wide information system established in 1988 to protect workers against hazardous 
materials that can result in health problems

 Updated in 2015 to incorporate the Globally Harmonized System (GHS)
 Full transition ~ Dec 1, 2018

3 Components of WHMIS

Supplier Label
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Supplier Label

Workplace Labels

WHMIS
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Required when:
 supplier label is illegible, damaged or missing
 product is decanted into secondary container

The workplace label must contain:
1. product identifier 
2. safe handling of the product
3. reference to SDS 1.

2.

3.



Safety Data Sheets

 Detailed Product Information
 How to handle, use, store, dispose of products safely
 Standardized format (no expiry)
 Master copies found on WRH Intranet
 Printed copies in department

SDS Standardized Sections
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WHMIS

1.  Product Identification
2.  Hazard Identification
3.  Composition/information on ingredients
4.  First aid measures
5.  Fire fighting measures
6.  Accidental release measures
7.  Handling and storage
8.  Exposure controls/personal protection

9.   Physical and chemical properties
10. Stability and reactivity
11. Toxicological information
12. Ecological information
13. Disposal considerations
14. Transport Information
15. Regulatory information
16. Other information
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WHMIS / GHS PICTOGRAMS

WHMIS REMINDERS

 Comply with OHSA and Regulation 860 (WHMIS)
 Before using a product, you need to know: 

 Control measures including PPE
 Where to find information about the product
 Secondary/decanted containers must have a workplace label

            
Remember, when in doubt – find it out!

Talk to your WRH Supervisor or Training Delegate

EXPLOSIVE
MATERIAL

WHMIS

COMPRESSED 
GAS

HEALTH
HAZARD

 organ damage
 aspiration
 carcinogenic
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OR 

COMBUSTIBLE
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EXCLAMATION
POINT

 irritant
 sensitizer
 ozone layer
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HARMFUL TO 
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ENVIRONMENT
S

BIOHAZARDOUS 
OR INFECTIOUS

*The GHS system also defines an Environmental hazards group. This group (and its classes) was not adopted in 
WHMIS 2015. However, you may see the environmental classes listed on labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDSs).
Including Information about environmental hazards is allowed by WHMIS 2015.
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